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History LuFo I - VI

Project duration commonly 3 ¼ 

years

Strengthening of SME
Creates increase of SME funding part up to 

15% of total volume

348 proposals with 1.143 participants and

630 applications in last Call LuFo VI-3

Research funding LuFo 

since 30 years  

appr. 3.800 projects totally with

3,8 Bn. € funding volume, 

of that 1.100 constantly with 1,3 Bn. € funding 

volume (duration end after 01.01.2024)
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Central goal of LuFo Klima VII

Central goal of the seventh aviation 

research programme, LuFo Klima VII is:

A significant reduction of the climate 

effects of aviation (CO2 and Non-CO2)

But also open to competitiveness 

projects (!)
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Bild: Projektträger Luftfahrtforschung



LuFo Klima VII - Overview
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• In LuFo Klima VII three main calls (VII-1 to VII-3) are planned:

• LuFo Klima VII-1 Call 2024 (Granting period 2025/2026)

• LuFo Klima VII-2 Call 2026 (Granting period 2027/2028)

• LuFo Klima VII-3 Call 2028 (Granting period 2029/2030) 

• Two special intermediate calls in LuFo VII-1:

• „UpLift“: Hydrogen Flying Testbed and Ground Test Equipment

• International Cooperation Projects



International cooperation in LuFo VII

First International Cooperation Call in LuFo Klima VII-1:

▪ Call opened for submission of sketches on 04. April 2025 and closed on 04. June 2025. 

▪ 32 sketches were submitted from 13 partner countries

▪ Upon evaluation 5 sketches were considered for funding, and invitations for a detailed 

proposal were sent out. 

▪ Total budget for the successful projects within the first call will be in the range of 30 M€ 

(German and international funding)

 

Second International Cooperation Call in LuFo Klima VII-2:

▪ It is decided to offer international cooperation opportunities again in 2026 as part of the „AREANA 

JoinED Call 2025/26“ which will be published end of October 2025. 
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• June 2025, 7 partners from 5 European countries 
signed the AREANA Synergy MoU

• UKRI joined as 8th Partner in July
• In September, 1st in-person meeting of the General 

Assembly: 
• Procedure Manual approved
• „Lighthouse Project Workshop“
• „JoinED“ Call preparation started
• Participation of CDTI from Spain with „guest status“
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Questions / Contact data
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Nele Harperath

European cooperation

nele.harperath@dlr.de

Tel: +49 228 447-198

Hartwig Hagena

European cooperation concepts

hartwig.hagena@dlr.de

Tel: +49 228 447-199

Dr. Peter Linde

Cooperation with Sweden

peter.linde@dlr.de

Tel: +49 228 447-424
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How LuFo works
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PRODUCT

Reviewer committees
Selection of the best proposals

FUNDING APPLICATION
Funding in 

IMPLEMENTATION
From invention to innovation

Entry into market
By companies in competition

Research 

funding LuFo
• Only in pre-

competitive area

• Framework 

conditions + 

provision of funds by 

BMWK

Competition
(Above TRL6* no 

more LuFo funding)

INNOVATIVE IDEA
Submission of project proposals

Prototypes / Demonstrators



Programme lines Grant recipient Max. funding rate

Disruptive technologies
Climate neutral aviation

Industrial research

Industrial research - SME

Experimental development 

Scientific institutions (SCI)
(Universities and research 

agencies)

Companies of commercial 
economy (IND/SME) and Scientific 

institutions (SCI)

Small and medium companies 
(SME) of commercial economy 
and Scientific institutions (SCI)

Companies of commercial 
economy (IND/SME) und Scientific 

institutions (SCI)

Funding rate IND 50%
Funding rate SME 65%
Funding rate SCI 100%
Projects of industrial research
Technological focus at IND/KMU, Joint project leader IND/KMU
(Max. 15 Mio.€ pro Verbund)

Funding rate IND 25%
Funding rate SME 40%
Funding rate SCI 100%
Experimental development projects
(Max. 15 M. € per Project)

Funding rate WIS 100% 
Proof of industrial application potential
(Support letter IND/KMU)
(Max. 600 T€ pro Institut)

Funding rate SME 65% (max. 750 T€ Zuwendung je Partner)
Funding rate SME 100% (max. 1200 T€ Zuwendung je Partner)
Projects of industrial research
Technological focus at KMU, joint project leaderKMU
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LuFo Klima VII-1 - Systematics
For questions about international cooperation with the German National 
Aeronautics Research Programme, please contact:
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Source: adobe stock/   Jonas Weinitschke 

International cooperation of the Programme 
Management Agency for Aviation Research
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National point of contact for the European Framework research programmes

Member in research network GARTEUR  for civil and military aeronautics research

More "symbiotic relation", the ressources will be more 

intensively and broadly used, e.g

• Austrian/German projets

• British/German projetcs

• In planning: The Netherlands, Sweden…

Bi-national 
cooperation-
partner

(with public 
funding)

Basic cooperation on commercial „give & take"-basis,  

for example the United States
Associated partners
(without public 
funding)

International research activities

Optimization of the European research cooperation (Project AREANA)
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Evaluation criteria
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• Contribution on federal level:

• (50) – Contribution to reduction of climate impact

• (20) – Contribution to acceptance by passengers and society

• (20) – Contribution to cost efficiency

• (40) – Innovation, exceedance of state of the art

• (20) – Time- and cost etimation

• (20) – Selection of the partners of the joint project / network creation

• Contribution by individual partners:

• (30) – Resilient solution path of each main work package and utilization perspective of each   

      partner contribution

• (40) – Resilient utilization perspective of each partner

• (10) – Qualifikation of the partners participating in the joint project

• Max. 260 Overall points
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Programme Management Agency for
Aviation Research

Deutlich kürzen oder nur Bild von unserem Bürogebäude und 3 Bullet Ponts : working

for Ministry, nationa and Regional Programmes („German Vinnova“) 

Our core tasks

The Programme Management Agency for Aviation Research (PT-LF):

▪ Supports the Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWE) in the implementation of the

Federal Aeronautics Research Programme („LuFo Klima“) 

▪ Supports the federal states that complement the Federal Aeronautics Research Programme 

with their own programmes

▪ Acts as national point of contact for aeronautics in network creation in the European 

Framework programme
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LuFo Klima VII - Overview

23

• The focus of LuFo Klima VII-1 is based on three pillars:

1. Alternative climate neutral propulsion technologies (open energy carrier),

2. Reduction of the energy demand, and 

3. Increase of the competitiveness, resource efficiency, decreasing the ecological imprint and 

improvement of the social acceptance. 

• The funding of pillar 1 takes place through the Climate- and Transformation fund (KTF) of the federal

government. 

• The funding of pillars 2 and 3 takes place through the aeronautics research programme of the Ministry of

Economics and Climate Protection



LuFo Klima VII - Overview
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• In LuFo Klima VII three main calls (VII-1 to VII-3) are planned:

• LuFo Klima VII-1 Call 2024 (Granting period 2025/2026)

• LuFo Klima VII-2 Call 2026 (Granting period 2027/2028)

• LuFo Klima VII-3 Call 2028 (Granting period 2029/2030) 

• Two special intermediate calls in LuFo VII-1:

• „UpLift“ Hydrogen  Flying Testbed and Ground Test Equipment

• International Cooperation Projects

• Intermediate calls for project funding from KTF in the years 2025 and 2027 for coordination and 

utilization of the implemented ground test rigs and the acquired „Flying Testbeds“ for validation of

climate neutral propulsion technologies in the frame of LuFo VI-3 UpLift 

(https://www.uplift-h2-aviation.de/) 

• Flexibilisation for pre-selected cooperation projects with European or other international cooperation

partners

https://www.uplift-h2-aviation.de/
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