
Motivation for the Ulla Teige diploma 2025 to Ella Carlsson 
 
Ella Carlsson is awarded "Female Role Model of the Year in Aerospace Engineering" for her work in 
Swedish space technology. 

Ella Carlsson's interest in space was awakened 
already at the age of 12 after watching Star 
Wars, this later developed into a Master of 
Science in Space Engineering at Luleå 
University of Technology where the degree 
project was carried out at NASA. Later, her 
studies continued at the Institute of Space 
Physics and resulted in a doctoral degree where 
the thesis was about the environment and 
surface of the planet Mars. Her interest in space 
also resulted in a popular science book 
"Forward Mars" which includes personal 
experiences from simulated space flights. 

Her professional career has mostly taken place 
in the Swedish Armed Forces, where Ella 
Carlsson has worked with, among other things, 
research and technology development and 
ended up as Space Chief. From that position, 
Ella Carlsson was recruited to the Swedish 
National Space Agency as Director-General 
and from there leads Sweden's civil space 
activities and participation in the European 
Space Agency. 

Ella Carlsson has shown how women can 
establish themselves in various spheres such as 
academia, the Swedish Armed Forces, popular 
science literature and now also as Director-
General.  
 
Through this unique career path and passion for space, which is often communicated in inspiring 
lectures, Ella Carlsson is a role model for many young women both students and doctoral students and 
is therefore extraordinarily deserving of the Diploma "Female Role Model of the Year in Aerospace 
Engineering". 

 

 

 


